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Summary

Recent years, the demand of high data rates in wireless communication
systems has rapidly increased. Among the promising candidates respond-
ing to the demand, multi-input multi-output (MIMO) systems have been
received much research attention. Compared with the conventional single-
input single-output (SISO), a MIMO system can improve channel capacity
without upgrading the transmitter’s power supply and widening the band-
width. In MIMO techniques, antenna issues such as operating bandwidth,
element radiation patterns, array configuration, element polarization, mu-
tual coupling, and array size may have strong effects on channel capacity.
Therefore, these issues should be taken into account in new antenna de-
signs for MIMO systems. Recently, many types of compact MIMO an-
tennas have been introduced. However, there are still several drawbacks
such as high mutual coupling, narrow bandwidth, and large size. This dis-
sertation will make a contribution on new designs of MIMO antennas with
main focus on wide operating bandwidth and compact size issues. Further-
more, experiments on MIMO schemes, which utilize proposed antennas,

are also conducted with detailed discussions and results.

Firstly, two compact wideband MIMO antennas with tri-polarization are
proposed. One has three ports formed in an “H” shape, and the other has
six ports formed in a cube. Antenna elements are formed in compact sizes,
yet mutual couplings between them are kept under -18 dB. These MIMO

antennas can offer a relative bandwidth of over 16%. In addition, several



measurements of MIMO systems utilizing the proposed antennas in two
typical environments, line-of-sight (LOS) and non-line-of-sight (NLOS)
propagations, have been carried. The results of these measurements show

wideband MIMO characteristics of the antennas.

Secondly, we propose a simple broadband antenna that is suitable for
broadband wireless applications. The antenna can offer a bandwidth of
over 50%. In addition, two MIMO antennas, of which elements are simi-
lar to the broadband antenna, are proposed. One consists of two ports, and
the other consists of four ports. Measurement results show that mutual
coupling between ports in these MIMO antennas are kept under -10 dB at
low frequency region, and -20 dB at high frequency region of the band-
width of the MIMO antennas. Furthermore, we utilized the broadband
MIMO antennas in some MIMO experiments to examine channel capac-
ity in a wide frequency range. Measurement results indicate the change of

channel capacity over a wide frequency range.

Finally, basing on the 50%-bandwidth antenna above, we introduce a novel
ultra-wideband (UWB) antenna. This antenna offers a relative bandwidth
of 95.5%, covering a frequency range of 3.5-9.9 GHz, making it suitable
for UWB communications. Furthermore, since its design is simple and

compact, we may utilize the antenna to form UWB-MIMO antennas.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Context of Work

In recent years, many advanced techniques have been developed to improve data rates
in wireless communications. Among these techniques, the Multi-Input Multi-Output
(MIMO) transmission scheme is one of the most promising methods. In MIMO sys-
tems, antenna issues such as operating bandwidth, element radiation patterns, array
configuration, element polarization, mutual coupling, and array size have critical im-
pacts on channel capacity [1], [2]. Thus, topics related to antennas for MIMO systems
has been a main focus in many research groups.

An antenna array for MIMO systems, also referred to as MIMO antennas, con-
sists of a number of antenna elements in a particular configuration. In order to en-
hance channel capacity, mutual couplings between elements should be kept under a
low value. Furthermore, the configuration of the MIMO antenna should be compact
to save space in a real application. However, if elements of the MIMO antenna are
configured too close to each others (for a compact design), mutual couplings between
them will increase, thus channel capacity will be reduced significantly. Moreover, for

wideband MIMO communications, the MIMO antenna should also work in a wide fre-
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quency range. Therefore, design of wideband compact MIMO antennas is an interest-
ing topic in antenna research. Currently, several designs of compact MIMO antennas
have been introduced [3]-[9]. These antennas are formed in compact size, but mutual
couplings between elements are still high. Nevertheless, they only offer a narrow op-
erating bandwidth. For example, relative bandwidth is only 2% in [4], 5% in [5], or so
on. In this work, we will propose new wideband compact MIMO antennas. Some of
these MIMO antennas can offer a bandwidth of over 50%, making them applicable for
wideband MIMO communications, including MIMO in cognitive radio.

Furthermore, while narrowband MIMO experiments have been presented recently
in [10]- [13], there are few papers reporting MIMO performances for a wide band-
width. Therefore, measuring channel capacity of MIMO systems with different wide-
band MIMO antennas in different environments, including reverberation chamber, in-
door or outdoor, would be also an interesting point. We will make a contribution in

this open field by conducting some MIMO measurements with our MIMO antennas.

Finally, working further toward the design of wideband antennas, we found that not
many compact antennas for UWB-MIMO communications have been introduced up to
present. Most of single UWB antennas have complex design and large size. Thus, they
would not be suitable in forming UWB-MIMO antennas. Therefore, we will propose
a simple, compact UWB antenna for UWB communications. Thanks to its compact
size, the proposed UWB antenna is very promising as the base to develop a UWB-
MIMO antenna in future research. Main contributions of our work are presented in the

following section.
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1.2 Main Contributions

This thesis contributes in the designs of wideband compact MIMO antennas and mea-
surement techniques for computing channel capacity of MIMO systems over a wide
frequency range.

Firstly, we propose two wideband compact MIMO antennas: one consists of three
ports, and the other consists of six ports. We utilize these MIMO antennas in several
measurements in two typical environments: line-of-sight (LOS) and non-line-of-sight
(NLOS) propagations to characterize performance of wideband MIMO systems. The
results of these experiments show averaged channel capacity of wideband MIMO sys-
tems with tri-polarizations.

Secondly, a simple broadband antenna is proposed for advanced wireless com-
munications such as cognitive radio applications. Based on the proposed broadband
antenna, two broadband MIMO antennas, one has two ports and the other has four
ports, are developed. These MIMO antennas are simple, compact, yet offer a wide
operating frequency range with low mutual coupling. The broadband MIMO antennas
are utilized in MIMO measurements to explore the change of channel capacity over a
wide frequency range for cognitive radio applications.

Finally, we introduce a novel compact UWB dipole antenna that aims at the use for
UWB-MIMO antennas. The UWB antenna is developed from the proposed broadband
antenna with some modifications and optimization. Measurement results are shown

and some discussions on antenna performance are presented.

1.3 Outline of Thesis

The thesis consists of six chapters, of which the author’s main contributions are pre-
sented in chapters 3, 4, and 5.

Chapter 2: In this chapter, the background of MIMO techniques and an overview
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of MIMO antenna issues will be presented. The summary of MIMO includes brief in-
troduction of the improvements of using MIMO compared with SISO systems, MIMO
channel model, and channel capacity of MIMO systems in eigen mode. Addition-
ally, the chapter gives an overview of MIMO antenna and its aspects which affect on
MIMO performance. Challenging in MIMO antenna designs are also discussed with
some current research trends.

Chapter 3: We firstly proposed two compact wideband MIMO antennas, one has
three ports and the other has six ports, in this chapter. These MIMO antennas are de-
signed from a new printed dipole element which consists of a dipole and a symmetric
balun strip. For these MIMO antennas, relative bandwidth is over 16% for VSWR
less than 2; mutual coupling is under -18 dB and -20 dB for the three-port antenna
and the six-port antenna respectively. Secondly, we utilized the compact MIMO an-
tennas for some MIMO experiments to examine how the antennas work in practical
systems. Measurement results of channel capacity of wideband MIMO systems with
tri-polarizations are presented.

Chapter 4: In the first part of this chapter, we focus on a design of a simple com-
pact broadband antenna. Antenna operating principle, as well as main characteristics
are presented. Next, using the proposed broadband antenna as elements, we introduce
two simple broadband MIMO antennas. Both these MIMO antennas keep low mutual
couplings in compact sizes. Furthermore, we utilize the broadband MIMO antennas
in several measurements, in which MIMO systems are assumed to be operated in cog-
nitive radio in a wide frequency range. The results of these measurements show how
channel capacity of a MIMO system change in a wide frequency region.

Chapter 5: This chapter indexes our novel design of a compact UWB dipole an-
tenna. It is developed from the broadband antenna in chapter 4 with some additional
components. The size of this UWB antenna is only 57 mm X 9 mm X 1.6 mm. In fact,

its length is slightly long compared with some available UWB antennas. However, its
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width (only 9 mm) is one of the smallest among existing UWB antennas. The pro-
posed UWB antenna can be easily utilized to form UWB-MIMO antennas in further
research.

Chapter 6: Chapter 6 presents concluding remarks of this thesis and some future

works.



Chapter 2

Backgrounds and Literature Review

2.1 Basic Concepts

2.1.1 Antenna

Antenna
According to the IEEE standards definitions of terms for antenna (IEEE Std 145-1983),
the antenna is defined as a “part of a transmitting or receiving system which is designed
to radiate or to receive electromagnetic waves” [14]. It is the transitional structure be-
tween free-space and a guiding device [15]. Although there are a number of parameters
characterizing an antenna, but to describe its performance, only some main parameters
are considered such as radiation pattern, gain, bandwidth, voltage standing wave ratio/
return loss, or so on.

Radiation pattern
Radiation pattern of an antenna is defined as “a mathematical function or a graphical
representation of the radiation properties of the antenna as a function of space coordi-
nates. In most cases, the radiation pattern is determined in the far-field region and is

represented as a function of the directional coordinates™ [14], [15]. In our work, when
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proposing a new antenna, we also measure radiation pattern to specify its performance.
Antenna radiation pattern is measured inside an anechoic chamber.

Voltage standing wave ratio/ Return loss
Return loss (RL) is a measure of the effectiveness of power delivery from a transmis-
sion line to a load such as an antenna. If the power incident on the antenna-under-test is
P;, and the power reflected back to the source is P,.¢, the degree of mismatch between
the incident and reflected power in the traveling waves is given by the ratio Pj,/P,.¢.

Expressed in dB, it is written as

Pin
RL = 101log,, (—) (dB). 2.1)
Pref

In terms of the reflection coeflicient p, return loss can be expressed as
RL = -201og,, |p| (dB). (2.2)

In terms of the voltage-standing-wave-ratio (VSWR), return loss can be expressed

as

RL = 201og,, (2.3)

VSWR + 1
M' '
In many papers related to design of antennas, return loss or VSWR is normally
used to describe antenna performance. In our work, we use the VSWR characteristic
to specify antenna bandwidth.
Bandwidth
The bandwidth of an antenna is referred to as “the range of frequencies within which
the performance of the antenna, with respect to some characteristic, conforms to a
specified standard”[15]. Therefore, if antenna characteristics are within an acceptable

value in a frequency range, then the range is considered to be the antenna bandwidth.



Chapter 2. Background and Literature Review

This frequency range is also referred to as the “absolute bandwidth” of an antenna.

In most of papers in IEEE Transactions on Antennas and Propagation, antenna
bandwidth is considered as a frequency range where reflection coeflicient is less than
-10 dB, or in some others, VSWR is less than 2. Depending on applications, there are
also papers that considered antenna bandwidth to be a frequency range where VSWR is
less than 3. In this thesis, the frequency range, where VSWR less than 2, is considered
as antenna bandwidth.

In order to compare the bandwidth of different antennas, a relative bandwidth is
also widely used. It is the ratio of absolute bandwidth and the center frequency of the
bandwidth. Let f; and f, are the lowest frequency and the highest frequency of the

bandwidth of an antenna, the relative bandwidth of the antenna is calculated as

_ 2000 -/,

BW = 2.4
L+ h o

According to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), Ultra-Wideband
(UWB) may be used to refer to any radio technology having bandwidth exceeding of
500 MHz or 20% of relative bandwidth [16].

Balun
The word “Balun” comes from Balance-Unbalance description in antenna. In antenna,
a balun is used as an electrical transformer that converts electrical signals from un-
balanced source (for example from a coaxial) to a balanced antenna (for example a
dipole). Within a good balun, currents on antenna following back to connectors will

be reduced significantly. Therefore, antenna may also achieve a larger bandwidth.

2.1.2 MIMO Antenna

An antenna array for MIMO systems is referred to as a MIMO antenna. 1f the con-

figuration of the MIMO antenna is compact, it is called as a compact MIMO antenna.
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Furthermore, the number of ports in a MIMO antenna corresponds to the number of
elements of it. Therefore, sometimes, it is known as an N-port MIMO antenna, where

N is the number of port.

2.2 MIMO Backgrounds

2.2.1 Benefits of MIMO

Over the past decade, wireless communication systems using multiple antennas at both
transmitter and receiver, Multi-Input Multi-Output (MIMO) systems, have been devel-
oped. Compared with the conventional SISO (Single-Input Single-Output) systems,
MIMO systems can offer much greater performances. The improvement in MIMO
systems comes from array gain, diversity gain, spatial multiplex gain, and interference
reduction [17]. They are explained briefly in the following.

Array gain: Since multiple antennas are used at transmitter and receiver, signal to
noise ratio (SNR) will be increased thanks to the coherent combining effect of signals
at the receiver. Array gain in MIMO is the increase of SNR. Array gain depends on the
number of antennas used in the system and on the channel knowledge in transmitter
and receiver.

Diversity gain: Diversity gain is the gain achieved from mitigating fading of wire-
less channel by the diversity techniques. These techniques rely on transmitting multi-
ple copies of the signal over independently fading paths. By doing so, it is expected
that at least one of the copy will avoid a deep fade during propagation. Thus, quality
and reliability of reception will be improved.

Spatial multiplex gain: This gain is realized by transmitting independent data
streams via multiple antennas. Under good channel conditions, for example in multipath-
rich environment, the receiver can separate the different streams, thus improving chan-

nel capacity.
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Interference reduction: Since multiple antennas are utilized, we can adaptively
control signal energy towards the determined users and reduce signals from directional
interferers by changing radiation patterns of the array.

In fact, realization of the mentioned benefits can not be possible at a same time or
even at a defined system because it depends on transceiver design. For example, chan-
nel capacity of a MIMO system can be much improved if the number of antennas is
large, but system drawbacks such as complexity, cost, or size will be also considerably
raised. Even so, in comparison with the conventional SISO systems, these benefits
promote MIMO techniques to be one of the key schemes for gigabit wireless commu-

nications.

2.2.2 MIMO Channel Modeling

A basic MIMO model is illustrated in Fig. 2.1 in which the propagation environ-
ment consist of a number of scatterers, reflectors, or/and diffrators. Depending on the
strength of the direct signal traveling from transmitters to receivers, propagation envi-
ronment are divided into two types: the line-of-sight (LOS) and the none-line-of-sight
(NLOS) environment. In the LOS environment, typically found in outdoor, a direct
signal from the transmitter to the receiver is relatively strong compared with the total
of reflected signals. On the other hands, the direct signal is weak or do not exist in the
NLOS environment, found in a reverberation chamber.

For a MIMO channel which has N, transmit antennas and NN, receive antennas, the

channel matrix A(f) in frequency domain can be written as

an(f) - al/v,(f)
A(f) = : : (2.5)
aN,-l(f ) - aN,N,(f )

where a,,(f) represents the gain between the 7" transmitter and 7" receiver antennas

10
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Transmitter Propagation channel Receiver

Figure 2.2: Channel matrix

(1 <r<N,and 1 <t < N,). Using singular-value decomposition (SVD), we can

express the matrix A as

No
A =E,DE" = Z VA e et (2.6)
i=1

where

D = diag| VA Vi, 2.7)

11
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Figure 2.3: Equivalent channel

E, = [et,l € ez,N()] (2.8)
E =le e, ey (2.9)
Ny = min(N,, N,). (2.10)

The singular values 4; (i = 1, 2,..., Ny), arranged in descending order of value, are
the eigenvalues of the correlation matrix AAH where ()" is Hermitian operator. The
vectors e,; and e,; respectively are the eigenvectors associated with eigenvalues A; of
matrix AHA and AAY.

By expanding the channel matrix in this approach, we can represent the propagation
paths for a MIMO channel in a simpler way as illustrated in Figs. 2.2 and 2.3. Fig.
2.2 presents the channel matrix representing Eq. (2.5), whereas Fig. 2.3 shows the
equivalent circuit representing in SVD. As can be seen in Fig. 2.3, the MIMO channel
offers Ny independent transmission paths. In this representation, the spatial multiplex
gain is highlighted visually by the number of singular values, 4;. As shown in Eq. (2.7)

and Fig. 2.3, the gain amplitude of each path, depending on respective eigenvalues, is

12
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equal to v/A; where /1, is the greatest and \//l_NO is the smallest value. These virtual
paths are called as eigenpaths. The first eigen-path, respective to VA, is referred to as
the primary, while the second or lower eigenvalue paths are minor.

The statistical characteristics of the MIMO channel have been an interesting re-
search topic so far. For the largest eigenvalue, a closed form expression has been
investigated [18]. On the other hands, the expression of smallest eigenvalue is exam-
ined in [19]. In addition, in [20], the authors presented a method to calculate theoretical
expressions for the marginal distribution of all eigenvalues of MIMO correlation matri-
ces in the i.i.d. Rayleigh fading environment. The method is based on the calculations
for the largest eivenvalue. The marginal distribution functions of ordered eigenvalues
are expressed by liner combination of polynomials each multiplied by an exponential.
Following this method, we have calculated the marginal probability density functions
(PDF) of eigenvalues of some MIMO configurations which are investigated in this the-
sis. For instance, the density functions p(A) of the eigenvalues of the 3xXN, MIMO in

the 1.i.d. Rayleigh fading channel are calculated as

p) =ap () e —a; () e +ay (1)) e (2.11)
p (L) =a; () e —2a, (1) e (2.12)
p(A3) = ar (A3) e (2.13)

where a; (1) (i = 1, 2, 3) are polynomials. For N, = 3, the polynomials can be expressed

as

1
ap () =3 —-61+61 -2+ Z/l“ (2.14)

13
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Figure 2.4: Distribution functions of N, X N, MIMO: solid lines are obtained by theo-
retical calculation and dashed lines are by Monte Carlo simulations. (a) 3 x 3 MIMO;
(b) 3 x 6 MIMO.

1
a;(D)=6-61+32+2+ Ea“ (2.15)

a (1) = 3. (2.16)

From the density functions, we can easily calculate cumulative distribution func-
tions (CDF) by taking integration of the probability density functions. For conve-
nience, we calculated polynomials for a number of N, and N, and will present them in
the appendix A. The theoretical calculations here will be used to compare with mea-
sured results presented in the next chapters.

We make a comparison between theoretical calculation and Monte Carlo simula-
tion to verify the correctness of presented expressions. Fig. 2.4 illustrates the CDFs
of eigenvalues of some MIMO schemes which are plotted by both calculations (solid
line) and Monte Carlo simulations (histograms) using 10° samples. As can be seen

from these figures, calculation and simulation are in very good agreement.

14
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2.2.3 Channel Capacity of MIMO Systems

The Shannon channel capacity of the additive white Gaussian noise SISO channel is

calculated as
C =log,(1 + yo) [bits/s/Hz] (2.17)

where 7 is the receiver SNR. For the MIMO channel, there are two cases, depending
on whether the transmitter knows or does not know the channel state information (CSI),
channel capacity can be calculated differently. The first case is when only receiver has
CSI, whereas the second case is when CSI is shared in both transmitter and receiver.
In the first case, when transmitter does not have CSI, transmitted power is divided
equally to all transmitting antennas. This strategy is to try to avoid the worst scenario
that we allocated large power to an antenna directing to null points of receivers. Then,

channel capacity is calculated as

Ny 1
C= Zlog2(1 + 7700) (2.18)

where vy, represents the SNR when all transmitted power is radiated from a single
antenna and the same power is received on a single receive antenna. This means SNR
is determined when we assume all power is transmitted via a virtual path having path
gain of 1.
In the second case, the transmitted power will be optimally allocated to each trans-
mitting antenna, according to the Water Filling (WF) rule [1], [21], [22]. An image of
water filling rule is illustrated in Fig. 2.5. As can be seen from this figure, more power

will be issued to paths which have greater eigenvalues (i.e., better gains). The formula
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Figure 2.5: Water filling method

of channel capacity in this case can be expressed as

ko
Cwr = Z log, (1 +y;4;)

=1
where

k

1| Pr 1 1
%‘—Qm—z[;*‘ZI]—Z-

=1

A

Eigenvalue

(2.19)

(2.20)

In (2.20), the value Q;; must be repetitively computed for k£ = 1 to min (N,, N,). The

value kj used to compute in (2.19) will be chosen as the largest value of k such that

with all values of i, the values Qj, must be greater than 0. Also, in the expression of

(2.20), the value Pr/o? represents average SNR of a SISO system.

2.3 Antennas for MIMO Systems

In this section, we present an overview of the issues of MIMO antennas, including ele-

ment radiation pattern, array configuration, and mutual coupling reduction techniques.

Moreover, broadband and reconfigurable antennas, which are applicable in advanced

16
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wireless communication systems such as MIMO cognitive radio or UWB-MIMO, are

also under consideration.

2.3.1 Element Radiation Pattern

In multipath environments, especially in multipath-rich environments, angle diversity
can be exploited in propagation. For this purpose, a MIMO antenna, normally, consists
of omnidirectional and/or directive antenna elements. For example, dipoles, which are
a typical of omnidirectional antennas, are frequently used in MIMO antenna designs.
Some researches have been conducted to investigate the effect of element radiation
pattern on channel capacity of MIMO systems [23],[24]. It has been reported that
more directive antenna elements can improve remarkably averaged channel capacity.
However, in this case, the variation of channel capacity is a problem.

In another research, comparison in terms of channel capacity of systems which
utilized dipole and spiral antennas (higher gain and more directive) has been carried in
[24]. The spiral antenna mainly radiate toward +45° from the azimuth plane, whereas
the dipole has uniform radiation pattern in the same plane. As a result, it is highlighted
that the system that utilized dipoles (lower gain) offers slightly better channel capacity.
This is because these antennas radiate more energy into the azimuth plane where most

of multipath components concentrated despite of propagation paths outside.

2.3.2 Array Configuration

The array configuration of a MIMO antenna, which affects directly the channel matrix
A in Eq. (2.5), is also an important consideration. It would be difficult to answer
which type of MIMO antenna configurations is the best in terms of maximizing channel
capacity. Furthermore, if polarization is utilized, the combinations of antenna elements

into a MIMO antenna recently create a number of different array configurations.

17
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A remarkable research on array configuration is the MIMO cube in [3]. The cube
consists of electrical dipole antennas in all the 12 edges as illustrated in Fig. 2.6. Both
space and polarization diversities have been used to form the MIMO cube. Calcula-
tion results show that a huge theoretical capacity might be achieved in a system using
MIMO cubes at the transmitter and receiver. For example, when the antenna element
is a half-wavelength dipole, nine of the eigenpaths have a averaged gain greater than 0
dB, compared with gain of (1,1) antenna (the conventional SISO system). The highest
averaged gain is about 17 dB. Furthermore, the calculated theoretical capacity is about
62.5 bps/Hz for a SNR of 20 dB. However, the cube is only suggested in theory. There
is no practical cube mentioned in this paper. Moreover, the capacity was calculated
without considering the practical issues such as mutual coupling, the matching of the
dipoles, or the difficulty of forming the cube.

A number of other researches, which try to pack many antenna elements into a
compact volume, have been reported with variation of array configurations [3]-[9].
Many of them exploit multiple orthogonal polarizations to reduce mutual coupling
between antenna elements [3]-[7]. Most of these researches have been conducted with

three ports in MIMO antennas with different antenna elements, including dipole, patch

A

Z

-

v <

A ;
V)

Electriéaﬂ dipoles

Figure 2.6: MIMO cube
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microstrip, or monopole. For example, the research in [5] suggested a simple MIMO
antenna configuration with three elements as shown in Fig. 2.7. The elements are
formed in two 51 mm X 51 mm X 1.6 mm FR4 epoxy boards. The center frequency is
2.5 GHz and mutual couplings are kept under - 18 dB. However, the antenna relative
bandwidth is only 5%.

Moreover, a recent work [25] has reported two compact MIMO antennas. One
consists of 24 ports and the other consists of 36 ports. The MIMO antennas are consti-
tuted by packing slot antenna and printed dipole antenna elements onto a cube. These
MIMO antennas are not electrically small, but they can form a large number of ele-
ments in cubes. The 24-port MIMO antenna accounts a volume of 0.7213, whereas the
36-port MIMO antenna is packed in a cube of 1.134]. Here, A, is the free space wave-
length related to the center frequency of MIMO antenna bandwidth. In these MIMO
antennas, polarization and spatial diversities have been utilized. Measurement results
for the 36-port cube in a multipath-rich environment show that channel capacity up to
159 bps/Hz can be achieved for SNR of 20 dB.

Since the most of the mentioned MIMO antennas, which utilize only polarization

diversity, can offer maximally three uncorrelated signals, the research in [26] has sug-

CPW:ito-CPS
transit i

Port 3

|

N/
SN/
&

SMA connector /'/'

Dipole | on FR4 board A Dipole 2 and 3 on FR4 board B

(a) (b)

Figure 2.7: The MIMO antenna configuration in [5]: (a) antenna elements, (b) the 3D
view.
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gested that there are six distinguishable electric and magnetic states of polarization at a
given point. Therefore, in multipath environments, it is possible to provide six uncorre-
lated signals at the receiver. Moreover, analysis of electromagnetic field polarizations
have been presented in [27]. It is understood that when combining polarization and
angle diversity, we can achieve six uncorrelated signals from three orthogonal polar-
ization electric dipoles and three orthogonal polarization magnetic dipoles.

An important common point of the available MIMO antennas discussed above is
the limitation of operating bandwidth. They are mostly narrow-band MIMO antennas.
For example, considering relative bandwidth for voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR)
less than 2, bandwidth of these MIMO antennas is limited to around 2% in [4], 4%
in [9], 5% in [5], and 8.6% in [6], [7]. Obviously, they are not suitable for wideband
MIMO communications. Therefore, this thesis joints a hand in developing wideband

MIMO antennas and broadband MIMO antennas.

2.3.3 Mutual Coupling Reduction

As a key issue in MIMO systems, mutual coupling of elements in a MIMO antenna has
received much attention. In [28], the effect of mutual coupling of elements in a fixed-
length array has been investigated. The results show that, when the space between
elements is smaller than A/2, channel capacity will be significantly reduced compared
to a system where mutual coupling is neglected. In MIMO antenna designs, many
techniques have been reported to reduce mutual coupling in order to enhance channel
capacity [29]-[35]. These techniques utilize electromagnetic band-gap (EBG) struc-
tures [29], metamaterial artificial magnetic conductor [30], defected ground structure
[31], external pattern insertion [32], and network decoupling [34]-[35]. As a result of
these works, element mutual couplings in a MIMO antennas are remarkably reduced.
For example, an approximately 8 dB reduction of mutual coupling can be achieved in

[29]. These mutual coupling reduction techniques are very promising for real MIMO
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antenna applications.

2.3.4 MIMO Antennas in Advanced Systems

Recently, design of antennas for advanced wireless communication systems such as
MIMO cognitive radio or UWB-MIMO is a research topic in antenna engineering.
New designs of antennas for cognitive radio have been introduced in [36]-[40]. The
main point of these researches is a new antenna system which combines a broadband
antenna for sensing free frequency bands and some frequency reconfigurable antennas
for communicating in the available band.

Another research topic related to MIMO antennas is the realization of UWB-MIMO
antennas. Several UWB-MIMO antennas have been introduced [41]-[45]. In gen-
eral, broadband MIMO antennas are suitable for both mentioned advanced systems.
To extend knowledge in this topic, we make a contribution in developing two sim-
ple broadband antennas for MIMO cognitive radio and a compact UWB antenna for
UWB-MIMO communications. The detailed investigations are presented in Chapter 4
and Chapter 5.

2.4 Chapter Summary

This chapter presented the introduction of MIMO technologies and an overview of
MIMO antennas in wireless communications. We firstly illustrated the benefits of
MIMO systems, compared with conventional SISO systems, that include array gain,
diversity gain, spatial multiplex gain, and interference reduction. For each benefit,
a brief introduction as well as explanations was presented. Furthermore, basics of
MIMO systems, which involves MIMO channel modeling, and estimation of channel
capacity, were also illustrated.

Finally, we also gave an overview of MIMO antennas in this chapter. The scope
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of the overview included some current researches in MIMO antenna issues, such as
element radiation pattern, array configuration, mutual coupling reduction techniques,
and MIMO antenna in advanced systems. Some achievements and challenges have

been highlighted.
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Wideband Compact MIMO Antennas

with Tri-Polarization

3.1 Antenna Element

Before designing a MIMO antenna, it would be important to illustrate the design of
antenna elements, from which the MIMO antenna is assembled. With a number of
advantages such as simple design, low cost, and light weight, the printed antenna type
has been used in our designs. In addition, we also design an effective balun integrated
with the antenna. The balun plays an important role for widening antenna bandwidth.

An antenna element in our research is shown in Fig. 3.1. The antenna consists
of two parts: a dipole and a balun microstrip. The dipole has two arms lying at two
sides of a substrate. This kind of antenna has been briefly introduced in [46]. In our
work, the balun was designed by gradually reducing the grounding apparatus from the
connector side to the feeding point. This type of balun is similar to the cutaway balun
shown in 3.2. The cutaway balun is gradually cut in a tapered fashion and transitioned
into a pair of twin leads [47], [48]. In our case, the balun does not require a long trans-

forming balun as in a coaxial cable because it is fabricated on a dielectric substrate.

23



Chapter 3. Wideband Compact MIMO Antennas with Tri-Polarization

Although this type of balun is simple, it can support a wide bandwidth. Detailed ge-
ometrical dimensions and characteristics of antenna elements will be presented in the

next sections.

V24 Top

Feeding point
Bottom gp

FR4 epoxy
substrate

Il“““““““‘ ¢

]

Connnector side
SMA connnector

Figure 3.1: Configuration of the antenna element

Balanced terminal

0

>)/2at lowest
frequency

Unbalanced terminal

Figure 3.2: Cutaway balun in [47]

Based on the antenna element above, we will introduce two designs of wideband
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compact MIMO antennas which aim to achieve low mutual couplings and a wide band-

width.

3.2 Three-port Orthogonal Polarization Antenna

3.2.1 Antenna Configuration

In this part, we propose an effective configuration of a MIMO antenna that has three-
orthogonal-polarization diversity. It is called the three-port antenna. The configuration
is illustrated in Fig. 3.3. Antenna elements are printed dipoles integrated with balun
similar to the antenna shown in Fig. 3.1.

In order to reduce the size of the substrates while maximizing the length of the
dipole, the first two antennas, named dipole 1 and dipole 2, have arms lying along
the diagonal of substrates. The third one, named dipole 3, is printed dipole with a
rectangular substrate as shown in Fig. 3.3(b). The three substrates are fixed by a glue
that does not affect the system’s performance. Ports of dipole 1, dipole 2, and dipole 3
are named port 1, port 2, and port 3, respectively.

The size of the dipoles 1 and 2 is 40 mm X 40 mm X 1.6 mm, whereas that of
dipole 3 is 50 mm X 40 mm X 1.6 mm. To obtain the resonate frequency of 2.5
GHz, the lengths of the arms of dipoles 1, 2, and 3 are 23.5 mm, 24.5 mm, and 19
mm respectively. Interestingly, because of mutual coupling between the dipoles, the

lengths of arms of dipoles 1, 2, and 3 are not equal.

3.2.2 Main Characteristics

The VSWR, inter-port isolation (or mutual coupling), and radiation pattern character-
istics of the three-port antenna are thoroughly investigated and shown in Figs. 3.4, 3.5,

and 3.6, respectively. The bandwidth of each of dipoles is over 400 MHz for VSWR
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Figure 3.3: Three-port orthogonal polarization antenna: (a) dipole 1, 2; (b) dipole 3;
(c) the 3-D view; (d) the practical antenna.

less than 2.0, covering a frequency band of 2.42-2.88 GHz. The relative bandwidth
is over 16%. It can be seen from Fig. 3.4 that measurement and simulation data for

VSWR are in good agreement. As shown in Fig. 3.5, mutual couplings are smaller
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than -23 dB between ports 1, 2 and 3 over the entire frequency band. Table 3.1 shows
a comparison between the three-port antenna and the antenna in [5] with highlighted
parameters. In comparison with the MIMO antenna presented in [5], our proposed
antennas seems much better.

Fig. 3.6 shows the measured radiation patterns in E-plane and H-plane. The dashed
line represents cross-polarization whereas the solid line represents co-polarization.
The radiation pattern of each port is measured with the other two ports loaded of 50

Ohm impedances. In E-plane, although the null directions of port 1 and 2 do not cor-

3.5 7
—6— Measured Port1 /’W, -
3 —8— Measured Port2 ,/' ey
s —%— Measured Port3 i
N\ ==©-=- Simulated Port1 /" "
v 230NN --&-- Simulated Port2 A A
(% R --¥-- Simulated Port3 ’/Z’/' e
> 5l
2
1.5¢
1 2
2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.7 2.8 2.9 3

Frequency [GHz]
Figure 3.4: The VSWR characteristics of the three-port antenna

Table 3.1: A comparison between the three-port antenna and the antenna in [5]

Parameter The three-port antenna || The antenna in [5]
Material FR4 epoxy FR4 epoxy
Thickness of substrate 1.6 mm 1.6 mm
Center frequency 2.6 GHz 2.6 GHz
Bandwidth 16% 5%
Mutual coupling -23dB -18 dB

27



Chapter 3. Wideband Compact MIMO Antennas with Tri-Polarization

—©— Measured S12
—HB— Measured S13
—W¥— Measured S23
==©-- Simulated S12
==B-- Simulated S13
==V-- Simulated S23

-10

T

-20

Isolation [dB]

| |
2.2 2.3 24 2.5 2.6 2.7 2.8 29 3
Frequency [GHz]

Figure 3.5: The inter-port isolation of the three-port antenna

respond to 0 degree (for port 1) nor 90 degree (for port 2) as that of the conventional
dipole due to the effect from the element of port 3, the radiation patterns of port 1 and
2 are still orthogonal to each other. Furthermore, the cross-polarization levels of these
ports are up to -13 dBi. In H-plane, the radiation pattern of port 3 is fairly circled,
thanks to the balance effect from the other ports to two arms of the dipole 3, as shown
in Fig. 3.6(f). In contrast, there is a small beam in each of th radiation patterns of port
1 and port 2 (toward +Z direction for port 2 and -Z direction for port 1) as can be seen
from Figs. 3.6(b) and 3.6(d). This is because of the effect of the dipole 3 on the dipoles
1 and 2.

3.3 Cube-six-port Antenna

In [3], the MIMO cube - a compact MIMO antenna - is presented and discussed in
theory. Both space and polarization diversities are utilized in the MIMO cube. All of

the 12 edges of it consist of electrical dipole antennas. A large theoretical capacity
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(e ®

Figure 3.6: Measured cross-polarization (dashed line) and co-polarization (solid line)
radiation patterns of the three-port antenna: (a) Port 1 E-plane; (b) Port 1 H-plane; (c)
Port 2 E-plane; (d) Port 2 H-plane; (e) Port 3 E-plane; (f) Port 3 H-plane.
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might be achieved with the cube. However, channel capacity is calculated without
considering the practical issues such as mutual coupling, matching of the dipoles, or
the difficulty of forming the cube. In this section, we will present a design of a practical
cube consisting of six printed dipoles. The proposed cube has low mutual coupling,

good matching, wide bandwidth, and simple design.

3.3.1 Antenna Design

The similar material and type of dipole as in the previous section is used. Two of the
six dipoles and the configuration of the cube-six-port antenna are illustrated in Fig.
3.7. It is noted that, to achieve low mutual coupling between elements, dipoles 1, 2
and 3 in Fig. 3.7(a) are the same, whereas the dipoles 4, 5 and 6, shown in Fig. 3.7(b),
are made to be the mirrored image of the dipoles 1, 2, 3. For each dipole design, the
length of arm is 21.5 mm, and the substrate size is 56 mm X 56 mm X 1.6 mm. The

cube has the volume of 56 mm X 56 mm X 56 mm.

3.3.2 Main Characteristics

The characteristics of the cube-six-port antenna are also investigated. The cube-six-
port’s simulated and measured VSWR characteristics are shown in Fig. 3.8. The
cube-six-port offers a bandwidth of approximately 500 MHz for VSWR less than 2.0,
covering a frequency band of 2.34-2.85 GHz. The relative bandwidth is over 16%.
All VSWR curves are almost the same because of the symmetric design. Simulation
and measurement are in good agreement for broadband characteristics with a small
discrepancy from its centre frequency.

Fig. 3.9 illustrates the inter-port isolation between ports of the cube-six-port. Since
its design is symmetric, isolation characteristics can be divided into the following

groups.
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e Group one, isolations between relatively close and orthogonal ports, including

1-2, 1-3, 2-3, 4-5, 4-6, 5-6, is represented by S12.

e Group two, isolations between the same polarization ports, including 1-4, 2-5,

3-6, is represented by S14.
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Figure 3.7: The cube-six-port antenna: (a) dipoles 1, 2 and 3; (b) dipoles 4, 5 and 6;
(c) the 3-D view; (d) the practical cube.
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e Group three, isolations between relatively far and orthogonal ports, including

1-5, 1-6, 2-4, 2-6, 3-4, 3-5, is represented by S15.

It can be seen that mutual couplings are kept under -18 dB. As a result, elements
of the cube-six-port may work independently in a MIMO system.

Radiation patterns of each port in the cube-six-port antenna are also investigated.
Measured results are presented in Fig. 3.10 and Fig. 3.11 including cross-polarization
(dashed line) and co-polarization (solid line). As can be seen from the figures, antenna
peak gain is around 3 dBi whereas cross-polarization level is up to -5 dBi. With high
cross-polarization level, the cube is suitable for MIMO applications. In E-plane, the
null direction of each dipole is slightly different from that of the conventional dipole.
The reason perhaps comes from the effects of elements of relatively close ports. Be-
sides, space diversity effect can be seen from H-plane of the dipole pairs such as dipoles
1-4, 2-5, and 3-6. For instance, dipole 1 has a beam toward +Z direction in Fig.

3.10(b), whereas dipole 4 has an opposite beam in Fig. 3.11(b).

—+— Simulated Port1

—6— Measured Portl
25 —8— Measured Port2
’ —¥— Measured Port3
—P— Measured Port4
§ N —<— Measured Port5
g
1.5
1 | | | | | | |
2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.7 2.8 29 3

Frequency [GHz]

Figure 3.8: The VSWR characteristics of the cube
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3.4 Wideband MIMO Experiments

Several measurements have been carried out in various environments to characterize
channel capacity of MIMO systems. However, most of them are only conducted with
narrowband antennas [10]- [13]. Measurements are carried in time domain at just the
centre frequency of a narrow bandwidth with antennas which are not compact, and
some of them are only dual-polarized. Furtheremore, an analysis of MIMO perfor-
mance with general three-branch polarization diversity has been discussed in [49], but
there was no specific compact MIMO antenna being mentioned. In fact, channel ca-
pacity of a wideband MIMO system utilizing real compact MIMO antennas has not
received much research attention. Thus, in this work, we utilize the proposed MIMO
antennas to measure channel capacity of wideband MIMO systems.

To deal with wideband antennas, we divided the band into a number of smaller

5
—©— Measured S12
—B— Measured S14
-10 —¥— Measured S15
==©-- Simulated S12
==EF-' Simulated S14
-15+ ==¥--' Simulated S15

Isolation [dB]

| |
2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.7 2.8 2.9 3
Frequency [GHz]

30— w

Figure 3.9: The inter-port isolations of the cube-six-port MIMO antenna
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Figure 3.10: Measured cross-polarization (dashed line) and co-polarization (solid line)
radiation patterns of the cube-six-port antenna: (a) Port 1 E-plane; (b) Port 1 H-plane;
(c) Port 2 E-plane; (d) Port 2 H-plane; (e) Port 3 E-plane; (f) Port 3 H-plane.
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Figure 3.11: Measured cross-polarization (dashed line) and co-polarization (solid line)
radiation patterns of the cube-six-port antenna: (a) Port 4 E-plane; (b) Port 4 H-plane;
(c) Port 5 E-plane; (d) Port 5 H-plane; (e) Port 6 E-plane; (f) Port 6 H-plane.
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bandwidth. It allows us to compute the average channel capacity over a wide band-
width. Moreover, we measure MIMO channels with different MIMO antenna configu-

rations, and compare the effect of antenna configurations.

3.4.1 Experiment Environments

Measurements are conducted in two typical environments. One is multipath-rich Rayleigh
fading environment under NLOS condition and the other is Nakagami-Rice fading (or
Nakagami-m fading) environment under LOS condition. The first environment is cre-
ated inside a reverberation chamber in our laboratory. The second is found in indoor
environment where the multipath-rich condition is not fulfilled. Measured data in both
environments will allow us to get assessment of antenna’s performance in MIMO sys-
tems.

In our experiments, a four-port vector network analyzer (VNA) is used to measure
the channel characteristics. Three ports of VNA are connected to elements of trans-
mitter MIMO antenna, whereas the other port of VNA is connected alternatively to
elements of receiver MIMO antenna via a coaxial switch. In the 6 x 6 MIMO case,
we used two coaxial switches to select the respective transmitter and receiver pairs.
In these experiments, all the other system’s parameters, such as the array’s position
in the chamber and output power of the vector network analyzer, are kept unchanged.
Frequency sweep in these experiments ranges from 2.45 GHz to 2.85 GHz (in the

bandwidth of antennas).

3.4.1.1 The reverberation chamber environment

The reverberation chamber used in this research is a hand-made radio echoic chamber
in our laboratory. It is a4 m X 2 m X 2 m chamber surrounded by six metallic walls.

Fig. 3.12 shows a photograph of this chamber in our laboratory.
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Figure 3.12: The reverberation chamber

The cross polarization discrimination (XPD) level inside the chamber is approxi-
mately 1.97 dB. The delay spread of the chamber is 0.6 usec. This chamber creates a
multipath-rich environment and has NLOS characteristics due to good wave reflection
inside.

Table 3.2 specifies MIMO antenna configurations including the number of ele-

ments, element spacing, and polarization diversities that are used in the experiments.

Table 3.2: Antenna configuration in MIMO experiments

MIMO scheme (Tx-Rx) || Spacing (d) || Polarization (Tx-Rx)
Com6 x Comb6 Fixed 30-30
Com3 x Comb6 Fixed 30-30
Com3 x Com3 Fixed 30-30
Ind6V X Ind6V 0.54¢ V-V
Ind3V x Ind6V 0.5 V-V
Ind3V x Ind3V 0.5 V-V
Ind3V x Ind3H 0.5 V-H
Ind1V X Ind1V - V-V
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Figure 3.13: Measurement setup

A typical measurement diagram, for the 3 X 6 MIMO case, in which the three-port and
cube-six-port MIMO antennas are at transmitter (Tx) and receiver (Rx), respectively,
is presented in Fig. 3.13.

In order to compare the performance of the proposed MIMO antennas with a single-
polarization arrays, we used linearly aligned dipoles to assemble linear antenna arrays.
In Table 3.2, A, is the wavelength related to the centre frequency of antenna’s band-
width. In our experiments, A is equal to 120 mm. The abbreviations “30”, “V”, and
“H” are used to denote three-orthogonal, vertical, and horizontal polarizations, respec-
tively. The abbreviation “Com” stands for compact MIMO antennas, whereas “Ind”
represents the linear antenna array with the number of specified elements. For instance,
“Com3” stands for the three-port orthogonal polarization antenna, and “Ind3V” stands
for a vertically polarized linear antenna array within three individual dipoles. The same

notation of MIMO schemes will be used in graphs in the followings.
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Figure 3.14: Indoor experiment room: (a) a photograph of indoor experiments viewed
from Rx point to Tx point; (b) the layout of the room

3.4.1.2 Indoor environment

Indoor experiments were taken in a small room in the second floor of an eight-story
building at the west campus of the University of Electro-Communications. This build-
ing, which contains laboratories and some small offices, was built from brick and steel-

reinforced concrete walls, like many other modern constructions. The size of experi-
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ment room is 6.5 m X 3.6 m X 2.5 m (Length X Width X Height). In order to reduce
the reflected paths, we kept the room empty except the antenna and cable systems. The
layout of the experimental room and a photograph of it are presented in Fig. 3.14.
Experiments in the indoor environment are carried out at the transmitter point (Tx)
and receiver point (Rx) as shown in Fig. 3.14(b) (example in the case of Com6 X
Com6). Antennas are placed so that respective elements of transmitter and receiver
antennas have a same polarization. Antennas are set at Im-height from the floor of the

experimental room and configurations are listed in Table 3.2.

3.4.2 Channel Characteristics
3.4.2.1 Channel matrix normalization

The channel matrix A(f) is defined as discussed in Chapter 2. Because the average
received power changes in different measurements due to different environments (e.g.
reverberation chamber or indoors) and different antenna configurations, it is necessary
to normalize channel matrices in order to compare channel characteristics (such as
CDFs of eigenvalues) and channel capacity. There are many types of matrix normal-
izations depending on the purpose of comparison [1]. In our study, for all systems
with the same number of branches, a normalization factor will be calculated from the
measured data of a reference system which employed vertically polarized antenna con-
figurations. The channel matrices of reference systems will be normalized in such a
manner that the power transferring between single transmitter and receiver antennas,
on average, is normalized to be unified. For instance, all 3 X 3 MIMO systems in the
same environment will have the same normalization factor computed from “Ind3V x
Ind3V” with spacing 0.51, in table 3.2. This is because the main difference between
the conventional single polarization system in the i.i.d. Rayleigh fading environment

and a multiple polarization system with the same number of branches comes from the
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Table 3.3: Normalization factors (Nr)

MIMO scheme (Tx-Rx) Reference Chamber || Indoor
6 X6 Ind6V x Ind6V | 0.0379 | 0.0066
3xX6 Ind3V x Ind6V || 0.0366 | 0.0067
3x3 Ind3V x Ind3V | 0.0377 | 0.0064
Ix1 Ind1V x Ind1V || 0.0369 | 0.0059

cross-polarization discrimination (XPD) [2].

Let A™ and A" stand for the measured and normalized matrices, respectively,
where the superscript represents the m” sample of the matrix in the frequency domain.
Let Ny represent the normalization factor. The equation between A" and A will be

expressed as
—(m) _ (m)
A = NgA". (3.1)

The normalization factor is determined by

N, N;

1 M
N > Nk | = 1 (3.2)

m=1 r=1 t=1

(m)

rt

(m)

vy 18 the a

where M is the number of matrix samples in the frequency range and a
of the reference systems which employed only vertically polarized antenna configura-
tions.

Solving (3.2), the normalization factor can be obtained as

Np = NN, . (3.3)

N, N;

2,2, {larnf)

r=1 t=1

The values of N for different antenna configurations are presented in Table 3.3.
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Figure 3.15: Typical received signals

All systems with a same number of braches will have the same value of normalization
factor. For the same environment, these values are nearly equal, whereas for the same
MIMO configuration, the value in the reverberation chamber is greater than that in

indoor environment due to higher received power.

3.4.2.2 Channel characteristics

Fig. 3.15 illustrates some typical received signals in different environments and po-
larizations. These signals are obtained when the transmitter antenna is set to vertical
polarization and the receiver antenna is set to vertical and horizontal polarizations in
succession. In the reverberation chamber, since the XPD level is quite small, the differ-
ence in received signal levels between vertical and horizontal polarizations is not much.

In contrast, in indoor environments, received signal levels in different polarizations are
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Figure 3.16: PDFs for the magnitude of normalized received signals

clearly different due to high XPD value (of about 13dB in our experiments).

The probability density funtions (PDFs) for the magnitude of normalized received
signals are also computed. Fig. 4.16 shows the obtained PDFs for “Ind6V X Ind6V”
configuration in the considered environments. The PDF for normalized received sig-
nals in the chamber is compared with the ideal Rayleigh distribution with parameter
o2 = 0.5, whereas the value for the indoor environment is compared with the ideal
Nakagami-m distribution with parameters m = 1.6149 and w = 1. The parameters, o,
m, and w, are determined from the measured results. The value 207 in Rayleigh dis-
tribution and w in Nakagami-m distribution are represented the averaged transmission
power [50]. From the normalization method, we normalized averaged transmission

power as 1 (Eq. 3.2). Therefore, 20> and w should be equal to 1. The value m is
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calculated from Nakagami-m distribution [50] as

m= % (3.4)
(R — R2)2
where R is magnitude of normalized received signals obtained from measurement.

The CDFs of measured and theoretical eigenvalues for “Com3 X Com3”, “Com3
X Com6” and “Com6 X Com6” MIMO in the chamber and indoor environments are
plotted in Fig. 3.17, Fig. 3.18, and Fig. 3.19 respectively.

From Fig. 3.17, Fig. 3.18, and Fig. 3.19, we can see that the respective eigenvalues
Ay, A, and A3 in the 6 X 6 MIMO are greater than those in 3 X 6 and 3 X 3 MIMO.
Those values in 3 X 3 MIMO are the smallest among these MIMO systems. This is
because MIMO systems rely on the environment to produce uncorrelated signals at
the receive antennas. If the number of transmitting antennas is fixed and the number
of receiving antennas is increased, the probability that uncorrelated signals can reach
the receiver will increase. Therefore, among MIMO systems having the same number
of transmitting antennas, which one with more receiving antennas will have higher
eigenvalues.

Moreover, in environments with LOS propagation like the indoor setup, respective
eigenvalues in the considered configurations are smaller than those in the reverberation
chamber on a given value of cumulative probability. The reason principally comes
from the low received power for cross-polarization component due to the high XPD in

the indoor environment.

3.4.3 Channel Capacity

In this thesis, the main target is to propose novel MIMO antennas and examine them in
MIMO environments. To simplify in calculation, we assume that CSI is available not

only receiver side but also transmitter side.
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Figure 3.17: CDFs of normalized eigenvalues for MIMO systems with the “Com3
x Com3” configuration in difference environments: (a) reverberation chamber; (b)
Indoor.
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Figure 3.18: CDFs of normalized eigenvalues for MIMO systems with the “Com3 X
Com6” configuration in different environments: (a) reverberation chamber; (b) Indoor.
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Figure 3.19: CDFs of normalized eigenvalues for MIMO systems with the “Com6 X
Com6” configuration in different environments: (a) reverberation chamber; (b) Indoor.
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With the normalization discussed in Section 3.3.2, calculation of averaged channel
capacity involves the effects of path loss in each MIMO scheme. Averaged channel
capacity given in bps/Hz is computed at different SNR values.

The difference between systems with tri-polarization antennas and with the sin-
gle polarization array will be explored by estimating the polarization effect in Section
3.4.3.1. The averaged channel capacity in different number of antennas (including two
types of tri-polarization antennas) will be investigated in Section 3.4.3.2. Notations in

Table 3.2 are used in the following graphs.

3.4.3.1 The effect of polarization

Polarization is one of the most important factors that affect channel capacity. In this
section, we measured for 3 X 3 MIMO systems. We considered both co-polarization
(“Ind3V X Ind3V”) and cross-polarization (“Ind3V x Ind3H”) systems. In addition,
the “Com3 x Com3” MIMO system which employed the three-port orthogonal polar-
ization antennas is also measured. Channel capacity for these systems is presented in
Fig. 3.20.

In the co-polarization system, the received signal level is higher than that in the
cross-polarization system, mainly due to XPD in the environment [2]. Therefore,
channel capacity of the co-polarization system is higher than channel capacity of the
cross-polarization as shown in Fig. 3.20. Channel capacity in the compact MIMO
system is greater than that in the cross-polarization system, but lower than that of the
co-polarization system. The difference between channel capacity of these systems de-

pends on different environments.

3.4.3.2 The effect of the number of antennas

To explore channel capacity in systems which employed the proposed compact MIMO

antennas, we measured “Com6 X Com6”, “Com3 X Com6” and “Com3 x Com3”
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Figure 3.20: Averaged channel capacity for different polarization diversities: (a) In
reverberation chamber; (b) In Indoor.
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Figure 3.21: Averaged channel capacity for different antenna number: (a) In reverber-
ation chamber; (b) In Indoor.
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MIMO systems. In order to compare with the conventional single polarization systems,
MIMO systems with “Ind6V x Ind6V”, “Ind3V X Ind6V”, “Ind3V X Ind3V”, and
“Ind1V X Ind1V” are also measured. The channel capacity is shown in Fig. 3.21 in all
the considered environments. As can be seen from the figure, the compact MIMO sys-
tems provide high channel capacity, particularly in the multipath-rich environment like
the reverberation chamber. The highest capacity in these systems can be achieved from
the implementation of the cube-six-port antenna. Also, channel capacity of “Com3 X
Com6” MIMO is much higher than that of “Com3 x Com3” MIMO. These measured
data demonstrate that the proposed compact MIMO antennas work well in MIMO sys-

tems and promise to achieve high channel capacity in real applications.

3.5 Chapter Summary

This chapter focused on the designs of two novel, wideband, compact MIMO antennas
for MIMO wireless communications. One is the three-port MIMO antenna, whereas
the other is a cube-six-port MIMO antenna which has both polarization and space
diversities. These antennas achieved a bandwidth over 16% at the centre frequency of
2.6 GHz. Mutual couplings between ports of the antennas are below -20 dB and -18
dB for three-port and cube-six-port antennas respectively. The size is only 40 mm X
40 mm X 40 mm for the three-port antenna and 56 mm X 56 mm X 56 mm for the
cube-six-port antenna at the centre frequency of around 2.6 GHz.

We also presented the results of measurements for MIMO systems which employed
the proposed antennas in a multipath-rich environment and an indoor channel. Mea-
sured data were processed in order to examine the channel characteristics such as re-
ceived signal level or CDFs of eigenvalues. Detailed explanations in data normaliza-
tion or theoretical calculations of PDFs for i.i.d. Rayleigh fading environment for 3 X

3 or 3 X 6 MIMO cases were also presented. Furthermore, the effects of the configura-
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tions of compact MIMO antennas and linear antenna arrays on channel capacity were
investigated. High capacity can be achieved from the MIMO systems which employed

the proposed compact MIMO antennas.
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Chapter 4

Broadband Antennas for MIMOQO
Cognitive Radio

4.1 Broadband Antenna Design

In the previous chapter, we introduced two MIMO antennas that offer a bandwidth of
16%. These antennas are applicable to wideband MIMO communications. However,
a wider bandwidth (broadband) may be required in advanced systems such as MIMO
cognitive radio. Therefore, design of broadband MIMO antennas would be an impor-
tant work. On the other hand, most of designs of available broadband antennas are
complex and large [51]-[59]. Thus, they are not suitable to form a compact broadband
MIMO antenna.

In this section, we propose a simple, compact antenna that offers a broad band-
width, good gain, and high cross-polarization levels. This antenna will be used as
elements of broadband MIMO antennas for MIMO wireless communication systems.
The antenna configuration is presented before some main antenna characteristics are

shown and discussed.
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Figure 4.1: Configuration of the antenna: (a) layout geometry, (b) front view of the
prototype, (c) back view of the prototype

4.1.1 Antenna Configuration

In order to enhance the antenna bandwidth, we integrate a dipole with a parallel trans-
mission line. The arms of the dipole as well as parts of the transmission line are as-
sembled in different sides of the antenna substrate. The configuration of the proposed
antenna is shown in Fig. 4.1.

The antenna has three parts: a grounding component, the parallel transmission
line, and the dipole. The antenna is designed and fabricated on an FR4 epoxy substrate

(relative permittivity is 4.5). The thickness of the substrate is 1.6 mm. Simulation is
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Figure 4.2: Width of substrate (/ = 20.5 mm, d = 28 mm)

conducted by using the Ansoft HFSS software.

4.1.2 Operation Principle

Since the transmission line is designed to be closed to the dipole, there will be a strong
coupling between the bottom-side line of the transmission line and the bottom-side arm
of the dipole, particularly at low frequency region. This mutual coupling will make the
currents on the transmission line unbalance. Therefore, even though the transmission
line is designed as a feeding line for the dipole, it will also act as a radiation source
at low frequency region. At high frequency region, on the other hand, the mutual
coupling is weak; therefore, the main radiation source would be the dipole only. The
combination of the transmission line and the dipole would result in expanding the

antenna bandwidth.
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Figure 4.3: Length of dipole arm (y = 15 mm, d = 28 mm)
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Figure 4.4: Width of grounding part (y = 15 mm, / = 20.5 mm)

4.1.3 Key Parameter Studies

We intend to propose a broadband antenna operating at the frequency of wireless appli-
cations such as WiMAX or WIFI with cognitive radio. Therefore, antenna geometrical
parameters are determined so that the resonated frequencies should be from 2 GHz to

11 GHz as suggested in the IEEE 802.16a standard [60]. The geometrical parameters
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Table 4.1: The optimum geometrical parameters (mm)

Parameter Notation || Value
Length of substrate X 80
Width of substrate Y 15

Length of dipole arm [ 20.5
Width of grounding part d 28

Width of dipole arm w 3

Width of feeding line a 1

of the antenna are optimized through simulation. As a result, we achieved a desired
antenna, which offers a broad bandwidth, extending from 2.3 GHz to about 4.0 GHz,
for VSWR less than 2. For that bandwidth, the length of the substrate is equal to 80
mm. In this section, we highlight the effects of some key parameters by successively
adjusting them while keeping the others unchanged in simulations.

Dependence on ‘y’: The width of substrate plays an important role for antenna
performance. It represents the distance between the transmission line and the dipole,
therefore, affects to the coupling of them. When equal to 15 mm for / = 20.5 mm and
d = 28 mm, it supports the most suitable matching and broad bandwidth as shown in
Fig. 4.2.

Dependence on ‘I’: Fig. 4.3 shows the VSWR characteristics with different values
of I. As can be seen from the figure, the length of dipole arm affects strongly to the
bandwidth of antenna. The value [ is chosen equal to 20.5 mm for y = 15 mm and
d = 28 mm, as it is the most appropriate for matching and wide bandwidth target.

Dependence on ‘d’: Fig. 4.4 illustrates the VSWR of the antenna when changing
the width of grounding part and keeping y = 15 mm and / = 20.5 mm. For d equal to
28 mm, couplings between the dipole, the transmission line and the ground will play
the best role for expanding antenna bandwidth.

Table 5.1 lists the optimized parameters of the proposed antenna. The other param-
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Figure 4.5: Simulated vector surface current distribution on the proposed dipole: (a)
2.3 GHz; (b) 3.2 GHz; (c) 3.9 GHz.

eters may also affect the antenna performance but not much.

4.1.4 Current Distribution

The vector current distribution of the antenna is shown in Fig. 4.5 at three frequencies
in the antenna bandwidth: the lowest, the centre and the highest frequencies. As can be
seen from the figure, the values of currents on the transmission line are unbalance. The
reason comes from the strong coupling between the bottom-side arm of the antenna
and the bottom-side line of the transmission line, particularly at the low frequency
region of the antenna bandwidth. Therefore, the line acts as an extra-antenna, resulting

in widening the bandwidth of conventional dipole.

4.1.5 Measurement Results

Fig. 4.6 shows the simulated and measured results of the antenna VSWR. As can be
seen from the measured data, the antenna offers a bandwidth of 50.62% extending

from approximately 2.4 GHz to 4.0 GHz with the centre frequency of 3.2 GHz, for
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Figure 4.6: Antenna VSWR characteristic
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Figure 4.7: Measured antenna peak gain in XY plane

VSWR less than 2. The measured results almost agree with the simulated ones for
broadband characteristic with a small discrepancy of its centre frequency (3.1 GHz for
simulated and 3.2 GHz for measured). This discrepancy comes from the reduction of
the substrate thickness due to removing unwanted copper layer when manufacturing

the antenna.
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The antenna also offers good peak gains as shown in Fig. 4.7. In its entire band-
width, antenna gain varies from about 0.2 dBi to 4.5 dBi. The maximum gain can be
achieved at 2.45 GHz. This value is much better than that of a conventional half-wave
dipole.

The radiation patterns are examined at the lowest, the centre and the highest fre-
quencies in antenna bandwidth. Fig. 4.8 shows the measured radiation patterns of
the proposed antenna at 2.4 GHz, 3.2 GHz, and 4.0 GHz in E-plane (XY plane) and
H-plane. As can be seen from the graphs, the proposed antenna has radiation patterns
similar to that of the conventional half-wave dipole. In high frequency region, currents
on the grounding part, as can be seen from Fig. 4.5, may affect to the performance of
the dipole. This results in the distorting radiation pattern of the antenna in H-plane at
4 GHz.

Cross-polarization levels (dashed line) of the proposed antenna can be achieved up
to -5 dBi. This is supportive for MIMO systems working in multipath environments
where cross polarization discrimination (XPD) of the channel may degrade to be 0 dB

or SoO.

4.2 Broadband MIMO Antennas

In this section, we propose two simple broadband MIMO antennas for MIMO applica-
tions in cognitive radio. One is a two-port MIMO antenna and the other is a four-port
MIMO antenna. The elements of these MIMO antennas are based on the antenna pro-

posed in Section 4.1.
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4.2.1 Two-Port MIMO Antenna
4.2.1.1 Configuration

The configuration of the two-port MIMO antenna is illustrated in Fig. 4.9. This design
consists of two antennas placing along the longer dimension of a rectangular substrate.
The material and geometrical parameters of each antenna element are as equal as those
of the proposed in section 4.1. To achieve an acceptable mutual coupling level between
the two ports while keeping the MIMO antenna simple and compact, we cut off the
substrate and copper layers in the middle of elements. It is expected that a better
performance of the MIMO antenna may be achieved by utilizing some techniques in
the middle space to reduce mutual coupling. However, by doing this, the design of the
MIMO antenna may be more complex. This will be reported in our future works. The
overall volume of the two-port MIMO antenna is 80 mm X 40 mm X 1.6 mm as shown

in Fig. 4.9.
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Figure 4.10: VSWR characteristics of the two-port MIMO antenna

4.2.1.2 Main Charateristics

Fig. 4.10 shows the measured VSWR characteristics for the ports of the MIMO an-
tenna. Because of the symmetric design, the VSWR curves are almost the same. From
this figure, we can see the MIMO antenna offers a bandwidth of over 50% for VSWR
less than 2, extending from 2.39 GHz to 3.92 GHz. The VSWR characteristics of an-
tenna elements in the MIMO antenna are as similar as those of the antenna proposed
in Section 4.1.

Mutual coupling (inter-port isolation) between the ports is one of the most impor-
tant parameters of a MIMO antenna. The measured mutual coupling characteristic of
two ports of the MIMO antenna is shown in Fig. 4.11. As can be seen from the figure,
the worst level of mutual coupling is about -10 dB at the low frequency region of the
bandwidth. At the higher frequency part, it is only around -20 dB. The low mutual cou-
pling suggests a good performance of the MIMO antenna in a real MIMO application

in cognitive radio.
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Figure 4.11: Inter-port isolation of the two-port MIMO antenna

4.2.2 Four-Port MIMO Antenna

4.2.2.1 Configuration

In this section, we propose a four-port MIMO antenna in which not only space but
also polarization diversities are utilized. The antenna consists of four same broadband
antennas, placed in the edges of a square substrate. The configuration of the antenna
and its parameters for one side is shown in Fig. 4.12. The overall volume of the
antenna is 80 mm X 80 mm X 1.6 mm. Similar to the two-port MIMO antenna, the

center of this four-port MIMO antenna is cut off to achieve acceptable coupling levels.

4.2.2.2 Main Charateristics

Fig. 4.13 shows the measured VSWR characteristics of the four-port MIMO antenna.
Again, because of the symmetric design, the VSWR curves are almost the same. As
can be seen from the data, the four-port MIMO antenna offers an absolute bandwidth of
1.79 GHz for VSWR less than 2, extending from 2.29 GHz to 4.08 GHz, corresponding

to 56.2% relative bandwidth. The bandwidth is slightly wider than that of the two-port
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Figure 4.12: The configuration of the four-port MIMO antenna

MIMO antenna. The reason may come from the incorrect modeling of connectors
since they are relatively closed to the arm of orthogonal elements.

We also measured the mutual coupling characteristics between ports of the MIMO
antenna. The measured results are shown in Fig. 4.14. In this figure, ‘isolation 1-
2’ represents the mutual coupling between ports having a same polarization whereas
‘isolation 1-3” represents that of orthogonal ports. Here, at low frequencies of the
bandwidth, mutual coupling is kept under -10 dB whereas at the high frequencies, it is
under -20 dB, particularly between orthogonal ports. The proposed MIMO antennas
(the two-port and the four-port) emphasize the simple figure of the broadband antenna
element. They not only fulfill the request of low mutual coupling for MIMO systems

but also respond to the demand on wideband for cognitive radio operations.
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Figure 4.13: VSWR characteristics of the four-port MIMO antenna

Op-—--- SR Rt it et
! ! ! ! ! —H&— Simulated isolation 1-2
| | | | .| —©— Simulated isolation 1-3
— -10 e \ =-B-- Measured isolation 1-2
% -=©-- Measured isolation 1-3
= _ ! ‘
g -20 =sE R CTONM \ S R -C NSy
< | | | | I
§ l l l l " ‘ =
D s S A IV A
O VY A A B
| | | | | | ' ' | | | |
I I I I I I ' I I I I
77| A A NN S SRS BN N Y I S B N
22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42

Frequency [GHz]

Figure 4.14: Inter-port isolation of the four-port MIMO antenna

4.3 Broadband MIMO Experiments

Since the proposed MIMO antenna offer a broad bandwidth, operation of MIMO sys-
tems utilizing them may be different between sub-channels. Therefore, it would be

interesting to examine the change of channel capacity on frequency in the whole an-
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tenna bandwidth. To make our work simple, we conducted MIMO experiments in the

reverberation chamber, which supports multipath-rich propagation.

4.3.1 Environment and Experiment Setup
4.3.1.1 Experiment Environment

We utilized both the four-port MIMO antenna and the two-port MIMO antenna to have
variations of 2 X 2, 2 X 4, and 4 X 4 MIMO configurations in experiments. The typical
2 x 4 MIMO scheme is shown in Fig. 4.15, where the two-port MIMO antenna is at the
transmitter and the four-port MIMO antenna is at the receiver. The same reverberation

chamber as presented in Section 3.3.1 was used in these experiments.

4.3.1.2 Experiment Setup

The operating bandwidth of the broadband MIMO antennas is around 1.7 GHz, ex-
tending from 2.3 GHz to 4.0 GHz. In order to analyze MIMO operation in a broad
bandwidth, we measure channel characteristics on a frequency band, varying from 2

GHz to 4.5 GHz. We divide this band into 20 sub-bands (or sub-channels), in which
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each sub-band accounts for 125 MHz. Furthermore, each sub-band is divided into
1000 sub sub-bands. Our purpose is to examine the averaged channel capacity in each
sub-band. We use a vector network analyzer to measure channel characteristics as a
function of frequency f.

Considering the channel matrix A(f) as defined in Chapter 2, in these experiments,
we will measure the values a,,(f) for MIMO configurations. Since we have a number
of sub-channels, measured data should be normalized in order to allow comparisons
between their performances over the frequency range. The 10th sub-channel which
locates at the center of the examined band will be used as a reference. We employed
the Frobenius normalization, in which the averaged power, at the 10th sub-channel, is
normalized to unity. The normalization factor calculated from measured data of this
sub-channel is used to normalize every sub-channel of the same MIMO configuration.
By doing so, we keep the dependence of antenna parameters such as antenna gain,
VSWR, or radiation patterns on frequency along the considered band.

Again, let A, K, and Npj stand for the measured matrix, normalized matrix, and
the normalization factor (calculated from the 10th sub-channel) respectively. A is given

as
A) = NpjoA(R). (4.1)

The normalization factor is calculated as

N,N,
Nrio =

(4.2)

N i

33" ()

r=1 t=1

3

where a,, o represents a,, in the 10th sub-channel.

We computed the probability density functions (PDFs) for the magnitude of the
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Figure 4.16: PDFs for the magnitude of normalized received signals in different sub-
bands

normalized received signals to character the measurement environment. Fig. 4.16
shows the obtained PDFs for the 4 x 4 MIMO configuration in some typical sub-
channels: the 4th sub-band (from 2.375 GHz to 2.500 GHz), the 10th sub-band (from
3.125 GHz to 3.250 GHz), and the 16th sub-band (from 3.875 GHz to 4.000 GHz).
The PDFs for the normalized received signals are compared with the ideal Rayleigh
distributions with parameters o2 determined from the normalization method, and mea-
sured data. While we normalized the averaged transmission power (20 ) as one, the
value ¢ for the 10th sub-channel should be equal to 0.5. Moreover, the values for
other sub-channels are calculated from measured data after normalization procedures.
For example, the values o for the 4th and the 16th sub-channels are equal to 0.645

and 0.504 respectively. As can be seen from Fig. 4.16, the PDF for the normalized
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signals and the i.i.d theoretical are in good agreement since the reverberation chamber
creates a multipath-rich environment with non-line-of-sight (NLOS) condition.
Considering sub-channels inside the antenna bandwidth, we found that most of the
PDFs for normalized signals are similar with that in the 10th sub-channel. The 16th
sub-band is a typical of them. However, there are still some sub-channels, for example
the 4th sub-channel, in which PDFs are different from that in the 10th sub-channel.
The reason comes from the dependence of antenna performance and wave propagation

on frequency in a wide range.

4.3.2 Correlation Parameter

In Section 4.2, we considered mutual coupling between elements of MIMO antennas:
Fig. 4.11 for the two-port MIMO antenna and Fig. 4.14 for four-port MIMO antenna.
Thanks to low mutual coupling between elements, we expect that antenna elements in
MIMO antennas work independently in MIMO systems. To verify this, in this section,
we calculate the averaged correlation coefficient from the measured data which include
spatial correlation effect due to multipath propagation.

Theoretically, correlation matrices at receiver side Rgy and transmitter side Ryy can

be calculated as [21], [61], [62]

Rr(f) = AM(HA(S) (4.3)

and

Rex(f) = A(HAY(f) (4.4)

where H denotes the Hermitian operator.
In our work, we will calculate averaged correlation coefficient for every sub-channel

as a frequency average over sub-sub-channels. For example, averaged correlation ma-
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trix at receiver side of a sub-channel is computed as

_ 1 &
R = 2> A s + k= 1D AS) A" (s + (k= D AS) (4.5)
k=1

where K is the number of sub-sub-channels in a sub-channel, fj,;.i, is the lowest fre-
quency of each sub-band, and Af is bandwidth of sub-sub-channels. In our experi-
ments, K equals to 1000 and A f equals to 125 KHz.

It is noted that the diagonal elements of correlation matrix are real values. With a
sufficient number of K, the values of diagonal elements of averaged correlation matrix
of each sub-channel are almost equal because they represent the averaged power of
propagation paths. Therefore, normalized averaged correlation matrix will be calcu-

lated as

Ry, = _NRexl(f) (4.6)
tr{Rg«(/)}

L pi pi3 pu

1
P21 P23 P24 for N =4

p3t pn 1 pu

IR

| pa1 P2 paz 1

1
pi for N=2

pa 1

where N is equal to N,, tr{ﬁRx( f)} is the trace of matrix {ERX( )}, and p;jjzi) 1S com-

plex correlation coefficient. The averaged power correlation coefficient p, can be cal-
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Figure 4.17: Correlation coefficient of sub-channels

culated as [63]

A 1 N N )
Pr == 2u 2Pl (4.7)

=1 j=1
J#L

From the measured data, we calculated the averaged power correlation coefficient
at receiver side p, as expressed in Eq. (4.7) for the considered MIMO configurations.
Fig. 4.17 illustrates the correlation coefficient calculated for every sub-channel. As
can be seen from this figure, the correlation coefficient is kept under 0.1 in the whole
range of the examined frequency band. In the low frequency region, the correlation
coeflicient is slightly higher than that in the high frequency region. This is because
the mutual couplings between antenna elements of MIMO antennas are below -10 dB
at low frequency band, and below -20 dB at high frequency band as shown in Fig.
4.11 and Fig. 4.14. Thanks to very small correlation coefficients, channel capacity

of sub-channels will not be much affected from antenna mutual coupling. Moreover,
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Figure 4.18: Channel capacity (SNR = 10 dB)

similar results of correlation coefficients in transmitter side can be easily achieved by

expression in Eq. (4.7) and measured data.

4.3.3 Channel Capacity Estimation

The goal of this section is estimating the change of channel capacity of MIMO systems
over the considered frequency range. This is much interesting for real MIMO appli-
cations in cognitive radio, where operating frequency must be switched to available
channels in a wide frequency range. The estimation is undertaken from the averaged
capacity of sub-channels from measured data. Averaged channel capacity is computed

at the SNR value of 10 dB.
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Fig. 4.18 presents a comparison of averaged channel capacity in the measured
frequency band. It can be seen that, for the all MIMO configurations, channel capac-
ity almost remains unchanged inside the bandwidth of the MIMO antennas (from 2.3
GHz to 4.0 GHz), whereas channel capacity is reduced outside of the bandwidth. It
is because of the impedance matching issues of antennas since VSWR values outside
the MIMO antenna bandwidth significantly increases as shown in Fig. 4.10 (the two-
port MIMO antenna) and Fig. 4.13 (the four-port MIMO antenna). Therefore, outside
the bandwidth, MIMO antennas do not operate as well as its performance inside the
bandwidth.

Furthermore, at around 2.5 GHz, the channel capacity is slightly higher than at
other frequencies. The reason comes from both dependence of wave propagation char-
acteristics of the reverberation chamber and the dependence of antenna performance
on frequency. The first reason has a strong effect to channel capacity in a wide ex-
amined frequency range. It would be the main reason in this case. In fact, the rever-
beration chamber in our laboratory is a hand-made radio echoic chamber that supports
multipath-rich wave propagation. However, wave propagation characteristics (attenu-
ation or time spread) are frequency dependent. In low frequency region, attenuation
of wave propagation is smaller than that in high frequency region, therefore, receive
power is greater (0> = 0.645 as shown in Fig. 4.16). As a result, channel capacity of
sub-channel in this frequency region is slightly higher.

The second reason is because of the dependence of antenna performance on fre-
quency. This is not primary reason, however, in term of antenna gain, we can see in
Section 4.1.5 that the peak gain of 4.5 dBi can be achieved at around 2.45 GHz. In
addition, in term of impedance matching, good matching of the MIMO antennas can
be obtained at around 2.5 GHz as illustrated in Fig. 4.10 (the two-port MIMO antenna)
and Fig. 4.13 (the four-port MIMO antenna) whereas outside the bandwidth, MIMO

antennas are mismatched.
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Furthermore, among the three MIMO configurations, the 4 X 4 scheme offers the
highest whereas the 2 X 2 scheme provides the lowest system capacity. This is a well-
known knowledge and predictable for MIMO systems with normal antennas. However,
from the view point of new antenna designing, these results confirm that our proposed
antennas work well in particular systems. Moreover, it means the proposed broadband

antenna element is not only simple but also very effective.

4.4 Chapter Summary

In this chapter, we proposed a simple and compact broadband antenna. Detailed explo-
rations are conducted to analyze the performance of the antenna. The antenna offers a
relative bandwidth of over 50% for VSWR less than 2, extending from approximately
2.4 GHz to 4.0 GHz with the centre frequency of 3.2 GHz. Compared with the con-
ventional dipole, the proposed antenna also has high gain and cross polarization level
characteristics.

In additional, we proposed two simple broadband MIMO antennas that are de-
signed based on the proposed broadband antenna. Measured results show that these
MIMO antennas also have a relative bandwidth of over 50%. Mutual coupling is kept
under -10 dB at low frequencies and under -20 dB at high frequencies in the bandwidth
of the MIMO antennas.

We also conducted some MIMO experiments in a reverberation chamber in a wide
range of frequency to examine the change of channel capacity over a wide frequency
range. It has been pointed out that, in all the considered MIMO configurations, the
channel capacity mostly remains unchanged in the bandwidth of the MIMO antennas.
This result is very important for MIMO systems in cognitive radio since they have to
change working frequency during their operation. Thanks to good characteristics, both

the proposed broadband antenna and the MIMO antennas are promising for MIMO
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applications in cognitive radio.
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Chapter 5

A Compact UWB Antenna

5.1 Introduction of UWB antennas

Ultra-wideband (UWB) technology, which migrates over wide range of frequency
bands from 3.1 GHz to 10.3 GHz, has received a number of attentions in recent times.
Its devices employ very narrow or short duration pulses, therefore, requires such a
wideband transmission bandwidth. It is believed that UWB technology would be a
key factor for advanced wireless communication systems such as UWB-MIMO, which
may offer a data rate of more than 1 Gb/s [41]. Since UWB technique is still in its ini-
tial research adventure, UWB antenna currently has been an attractive topic.

Recently, several UWB antennas have been introduced [64]-[71]. However, over-
coming the complexity and large size of antenna configurations are still a challenging
for antenna engineers. The size of printed UWB antennas are usually around 40 mm
X 50 mm to 25 mm X 25 mm [64]-[66]. Furthermore, most of available UWB antenna
are slot antennas [70] or patch antennas with different modified sharps of patch and
feeding configuration [64]-[69].

In this chapter, we present a novel UWB antenna which is based on the printed

dipole type. The size of the proposed antenna is only 9 mm X 57.5 mm X 1.6 mm. Al-
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Figure 5.1: Geometry of proposed antenna

Figure 5.2: Photograph of the fabricated antenna.

though antenna length is slightly long, its width is one of the narrowest among available
UWB antennas. With such compact dimension, the antenna can be easily located in-
side a small volume. Furthermore, thanks to the simple design and compact size of the
proposed UWB antenna, it is expected that some UWB-MIMO antennas, assembled

from the proposed UWB antenna, can be achieved for UWB-MIMO communications.

5.2 Compact UWB Dipole Antenna

5.2.1 Antenna Design

Fig. 5.1 illustrates the configuration of the proposed antenna, of which components are
etched onto a piece of printed circuit board. The substrate material is FR4 epoxy that
has a relative permittivity of 4.4 and loss tangent of 0.02. The thickness of substrate is

1.6 mm. The antenna mainly consists of four parts: a dipole, a grounding component,
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Table 5.1: The optimum geometrical parameters (mm)

Parameter Notation || Value
Length of dipole arm m 10.5
Width of grounding part dl 8.5
Length of loaded patch d2 21
Space between grounding part and dipole arm s1 3.5
Space between load patch and dipole arm s2 3
Width of transmission line a 0.5
Width of dipole arm w

Length of feeding strip )4

Width of feeding strip q 1.5
Width of substrate n 9
Length of substrate (d1 + s1 +2m + a + s2 + d2) - 57.5

a transmission line feeding the dipole, and a patch. The arms of the dipole and two
lines of the transmission line are assembled at different sides of the antenna substrate,
similar to our previous work [72]. However, instead of a parallel transmission line as in
[72], in this design, there is a vertical deflection between lines of the transmission line.
The reason is to make currents on the lines more unbalanced, so that the transmission
line can act as a radiator even it is designed to feed the dipole. In addition, we design
a patch located at the end of the transmission line. The mutual coupling between the
patch and the top-side arm of the dipole also plays an important role to make currents
on the transmission line unbalanced. The geometrical parameters, optimized to obtain

the possible largest bandwidth for VSWR less than 2, are listed in Table 5.1.

5.2.2 Results and Discussion

The proposed antenna has been manufactured in our university. Photographs of the

proposed antenna are shown in Fig. 5.2 with front and back views. The size of the
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Figure 5.3: Measured and simulated VSWR of the proposed antenna

antenna is compared with the size of a 500-JPY coin. We measured the manufactured
antenna by a vector network analyzer in an anechoic chamber. Fig. 5.3 shows the
comparison of the simulated and measured VSWR characteristics of the antenna. As
can be seen from Fig. 5.3, the measured bandwidth for VSWR less than 2 covers the
frequency range of 3.5-9.9 GHz, accounting for a relative bandwidth of over 95.5%.
The VSWR response across the bandwidth features a multiple resonance operation.
Also, simulation and measurement are in good agreement.

It is noted that, SMA connector as well as RF cable has not been considered in
simulation. However, in measurement, the antenna is fed by the VNA via an FR ca-
ble and an SNA connector. Even though, good agreement between simulation and
measurement can be seen in Fig. 5.3.

Fig. 5.4 illustrates the measured radiation patterns at different frequencies in both
E plane and H plane. As can be seen from this figure, in the low frequency region,
antenna radiation pattern is similar to that of a conventional dipole whereas in the
high frequency region, there are some additional beams. This may suggest that at the

low frequencies, the dipole plays a significant role in antenna performance while at
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Figure 5.4: Measured cross-polarization (dashed line) and co-polarization (solid line)
radiation patterns of the antenna:: (a) E-plane 3.5 GHz; (b) E-plane 5.5 GHz; (c¢) E-
plane 7.5 GHz; (d) E-plane 9.7 GHz; (e) H-plane 3.5 GHz; (f) H-plane 5.5 GHz; (g)
H-plane 7.5 GHz; (h) H-plane 9.7 GHz.
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Figure 5.5: Measured antenna gain [dBi] in XY plane

high frequencies; a combination of radiation components (including transmission line,
dipole, and the patch) may make the antenna more directional.

The antenna also offers good gains in E plane as shown in Fig. 5.5. In the entire
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its bandwidth, antenna peak gain varies from about 1.4 dBi to 5.2 dBi. The maximum
gain can be achieved at frequency 6.36 GHz. This value is much better than that of a
conventional half-wave dipole.

Furthermore, gain at 90-degree direction is also presented. Comparing with the
peak, the gain at 90-degree direction is smaller in high frequency region. This is be-
cause at high frequency radiation patterns may be distorted due to mutual coupling of
components, then the main lobe is changed into other direction.

In order to provide an insight view of antenna performance, we explore the current
distributions in simulation at some different frequencies as shown in Fig. 5.6. At the
low frequency region of the antenna bandwidth (around 3.5 GHz), currents on the patch
and transmission line are strong. Thus, they play a role as a radiation component to
extend antenna bandwidth into the lower frequency region. The main radiation part is
the dipole since electric currents on it is strong compared with currents on other parts.
As a result, radiation pattern is similar to that of a conventional dipole as shown in
Figs. 5.4(a) and 5.4(b).

On the other hand, at high frequency region, currents on the dipole and the patch
are relatively weak whereas a majority of the electric currents is concentrated on the
transmission line. Thanks to the unbalanced design of transmission line as well as
mutual coupling between the dipole, the patch and the transmission line, the transmis-
sion line will act as a radiation part. It would be important to note that the upper line
of the transmission line consists of two segments separated by the feeding line of the
dipole. These segments are corresponding to multiple resonant operations at the high

frequency region.

5.2.3 Key Parameter Studies

In this section, we highlight the effects of some key parameters by successively adjust-

ing them while keeping the others unchanged.
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Figure 5.6: Simulated current distributions

Width of substrate-Related (n): When compared with other available UWB an-
tennas [64]-[71], one of the advantage of this proposed antenna is the small dimension
of substrate width. With this distinguished feature, the antenna can be easily integrated
into a narrow space in portable devices. When designing the antenna, we tried to op-
timize it as small as possible. In fact, this dimension has a critical effect to impedance
matching of the antenna, particularly in high frequency range of antenna bandwidth.
The reason is because it directly relates to mutual coupling between the dipole and
the transmission line, which both are very important in antenna operation. Fig. 5.7
illustrates the effect of width of substrate on the antenna operating bandwidth. Since
impedance matching of the antenna is much sensitive on mutual coupling between
antenna components, the variation of width of substrate will significantly result to fre-
quency of resonance operation. Thus, as can be seen from Fig. 5.7, when n equals to 8
mm or 10 mm, at some different frequencies (for example 5.7 GHz or 8.8 GHz with n
= 8 mm), antenna becomes mismatched, and VSWR value increases. For VSWR-less-

than-two bandwidth, n has been chosen equal to 9 mm.
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Figure 5.7: Effects of varying width of substrate
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Figure 5.8: Effects of varying length of dipole

Dipole arm-Related (m): The dipole obviously plays an important role in the
whole antenna performance. Among parameters of the dipole, we examine the vari-
ation of length of dipole arm as it would be the most important. Fig. 5.8 shows the
effect of varying the parameter on the impedance matching. As can be seen from the

figure, the VSWR characteristic of the antenna on low frequency region has a strong
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Figure 5.9: Effects of varying length of loaded patch

fluctuation with a small change in the length of dipole arm. In the meantime, at high
frequency region, VSWR is almost unchanged. This highlights that, at low frequency
region, the dipole is a primary radiation part.

Length of loaded patch-Related (d2): Since electric currents on the patch shown
in Fig. 5.6 are not much strong, the effect of the patch on impedance matching, there-
fore, is not major. Fig. 5.9 shows the effect of this dimension. From this figure, we
can see that resonating frequencies, where antenna performs with good matching, are
almost unchanged. The patch may support much on extending antenna bandwidth into
low frequency region. As can be seen, with a larger patch (d2 = 25 mm), the antenna
can offer a slightly wider bandwidth. We are working to optimize the size of the patch

which would be smaller in expectation.

5.3 Chapter Summary

A compact printed UWB dipole antenna was proposed in this chapter. The total vol-

ume of the antenna is only 9 mm X 57.5 mm X 1.6 mm with a simple design. An-
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tenna measured results show that the proposed antenna offers a bandwidth of 95.5%
for VSWR less than 2, covering from 3.5 GHz to 9.9 GHz. It has been highlighted that
in term of impedance matching, the antenna is not much affected from RF cables. We
also examined antenna radiation patterns at different frequencies. Furthermore, some
parametric studies of the geometric and electric parameters of the proposed antenna
were explored within detailed discussions. This antenna would be a good reference to

design compact UWB-MIMO antennas.
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Conclusions and Future Work

This final chapter summarizes the main results of this dissertation and highlights pos-

sible areas for future research.

6.1 Conclusions

In this dissertation, we have proposed and discussed two compact MIMO antennas
and its performance in practical MIMO systems in different environments. Moreover,
we proposed a simple broadband antenna and its two broadband MIMO antennas for
MIMO applications in cognitive radio. Experiments with the proposed MIMO anten-
nas inside a reverberation chamber in a wide range frequency are also conducted. In
addition, we have developed an UWB dipole antenna for UWB-MIMO applications.
The antenna is designed within a compact size, simple form, but offers good charac-
teristics.

At first, the designs of two novel wideband compact MIMO antennas for MIMO
wireless communications are illustrated. One has three ports, whereas the other has six
ports. These MIMO antennas achieved a bandwidth over 16% at the centre frequency
of 2.6 GHz. Mutual couplings between ports of the antennas are very low. They are

kept under -20 dB and -18 dB for the three-port and the six-port MIMO antennas
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respectively. The size is only 40 mm X 40 mm X 40 mm for three-port MIMO antenna
and 56 mm X 56 mm X 56 mm for the six-port MIMO antenna at the centre frequency
of around 2.6 GHz.

We also presented the results of measurements on MIMO systems that utilized the
proposed MIMO antennas in different environments. Measured data were processed
in order to examine the channel characteristics such as received signal levels or CDFs
of eigenvalues. Detailed explanations in data normalization or theoretical calculations
of PDFs for 1.i.d. Rayleigh fading environment for 3 X 3 or 3 X 6 MIMO cases were
also presented. Furthermore, the effects of the compact MIMO antennas and linear
array antennas on channel capacity were investigated. As a result, high capacity can
be achieved from the MIMO systems which utilized the proposed compact MIMO
antennas.

Successively, we proposed a simple and compact broadband antenna. Detailed
explorations are conducted to analyze the performance of the antenna. The antenna
offers a wide bandwidth of over 50%, extending from approximately 2.4 GHz to 4.0
GHz. It also has high gain and high cross polarization levels. In additional, we pro-
posed two simple broadband antenna MIMO antennas that are designed based on the
proposed broadband antenna. Measured results show that these MIMO antennas also
have a relative bandwidth of over 50%. Mutual couplings are kept under -10 dB at low
frequencies and under -20 dB at high frequencies in the bandwidth of the broadband
MIMO antennas.

Some MIMO experiments were conducted inside a reverberation chamber in a wide
range of frequency to examine the change of channel capacity over a wide frequency
range. It has been pointed out that, in all considered MIMO configurations, the channel
capacity mostly remains unchanged in the bandwidth of the MIMO antennas whereas
it is reduced remarkably outside of the band. Thanks to good performances of the

proposed broadband antenna as well as the broadband MIMO antennas, we suggest to
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utilize them in broadband applications such as MIMO systems in cognitive radio.
Finally, we proposed a compact UWB dipole antenna within a small size of 9 mm
X 57.5 mm X 1.6 mm. Antenna characteristics such as VSWR, radiation patterns, cur-
rent distributions are investigated carefully. Some key parameters are also highlighted
with detailed discussions. Because of the compact size and simple design, the pro-
posed UWB antenna can be used to develop UWB-MIMO antennas for UWB-MIMO

communications.

6.2 Future Work

Here, we highlight possible areas for further research in MIMO antennas for advanced

wireless communications systems.

e Since the broadband antenna is electrically not compact, we are working to re-

duce its size while try to enhance its bandwidth, perhaps covering UWB band.

e Since the broadband antenna is very simple, it is expected that designing a

twelve-port cube-based broadband MIMO antenna will be realized soon.

e Frequency reconfigurable antennas also may be developed from the proposed

broadband antenna.

Finally, we are also planning to optimize parameters of the broadband antenna

using genetic algorithm.
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Theoretical expressions for the marginal distribution of all eigenvalues of MIMO cor-
relation matrixs in i.i.d. Rayleigh fading environment is introduced in [20]. The main
point is based on the calculations for the largest eivenvalue. The marginal distribution

function of the largest eigenvalue is presented as

G
Py € [0.]) = — 2! 1)

[ Vo = R1ao - 0!
k=1

where Ny = min(N,, N,), My = max(N,, N,), G(1) € RN*No g a matrix, and
G.0(A) 1s represented by the lower incomplete gamma function y(My—Ny+m+n—1, A).
Then, the determinant |G(A1)| in Eq. (1) can be computed using the following formula

of the lower incomplete gamma function [73]

s—1 r
v(s,x) = (s—1)! (1 - 'e_x). 2)

Since the calculation for the largest eigenvalue is completed, the final calculation

of density functions of eigenvalues is also explored in the combination of polynomial
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and exponential functions as

No

p() = - an(dy) - e *OY (3)
k=i

The polynomials and coeflicients in this expression can be derived in a number of

calculations, that may take a long time when the number of antennas in MIMO is large.

The coeflicients ¢’y is computed according to the recurrence expression below.

‘ . 1 ifi=0ork=1i
cg) =(-D*Px : ;
|C(l—1)k_1| + |C(l)k—1| otherwise

Furthermore, the polynomial a;(4;) in Eq. (3) could be determined from identity
method as following explanation. The first step is to calculate the distribution function
P(A,) of the largest eigenvalue presented in Eq. (1). The next is to take the differential

of P(1) with respect to A to get the density function p(1) as equation:

d
pA) = P (&)

The final step of this identity approach is to identify common terms with respect to
exponential e, It is noted that, as shown in Eq. (3), the coefficient of e™** will
become a;_;(4;) after replacing A by A;.

We calculated polynominals for several N, and N, cases that are considered in this

thesis as following.
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For 2 x 2 MIMO:

ap () =2 -2+ 2% (6)

a (1) = =2. (7)

For 2 X 4 MIMO:

1
ap() =222 -2 + 814. (8)

1
a; () = =222 -2 - 634. 9)

For 3 x 6 MIMO:

5 1 1
iy Rpp— LI — L (10)

5
a () =28 =20 =gl = A+ o

1 1 1 1 1 1
D=5+ -2 =2+ —1"+ 8- + 10
() 4 12 1207 1207 2880° 2880

(11)

5 13 1 7 1 1
D)= +32+ =P+ =+ =1 +—18+ 20

— (12)
2 8 27 780" T 1207 7 2880
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For 4 x 4 MIMO:

34 7 1 1
D=4—-122+ 1827 - =2 + 2* - 1 + =2°
a (4) R R T
8 4 4 4 1 1
a; (1) =12 =240+ 242° - 513 - P+ 20— =T+ =28

3 3 9 18 72

23, 5 1
iy Ay L A

14
D=12-122+61%+ —2°
@ () H R S AT

as (/1) =4,
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